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The 2016 kids program is a celebration
of literature and creativity. The festival
program offers children an opportunity to
meet and interact with national authors,
illustrators and poets.
SPECIAL EVENT

FAMILY FUN DAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
April
4.30PM – 6PM

2
April
10AM – 2PM

Schools are invited to
participate in a series of
author talks, illustration
and writing workshops.
This exciting program
includes authors and
illustrators Steven Herrick,
Judith Rossell, Tony
Flowers, Serena Geddes,
Michael Gerard Bauer
and Lisa Shanahan.
Group bookings can be
made by emailing library@
ncc.nsw.gov.au or phoning
(02) 4974 5333.

Authors, Illustrators and Performers

Steven Herrick is Australia’s most
popular poet for young people.
His verse novels, Love, Ghosts & Nose Hair,
A Place Like This and The Simple Gift, were
the first poetry books ever to be short-listed for
Book of the Year (Older Readers) in the Children’s
Book Council of Australia Awards. Pookie Aleera
Is Not My Boyfriend was awarded the 2013 WA
Premier’s Literary Award.
Steven’s books have received wide critical
acclaim here and overseas. He has performed his
work in the UK, Canada, the US, Singapore and
throughout Australia.
This is an opportunity for children to experience
an innovative and energetic poetry performance.
Steven’s skill as a poet and performer breaks
down any reluctance students may have about
understanding or enjoying poetry.

Belinda Murrell loves writing
children’s books filled with
adventure, mystery and magic.
Her 26 books have won many awards, been
published overseas and translated into different
languages. They include time-slip tales such as The
Locket of Dreams, The Sun Sword Trilogy and
the hugely popular Lulu Bell series that explores
friends, family and animal adventures growing up
in a vet hospital.
Belinda will talk with students about books, animals
and how an author takes inspiration from real life
to create exciting stories. This promises to be a fun
interactive session with stories, photographs and a
lively Q&A.
You can also meet Belinda at the Lulu Bell’s
World of Amazing Animals marquee on Family
Fun Day, Saturday 2 April.

Authors, Illustrators and Performers
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sold in more than 40 countries and translated into
12 languages.
Michael will discuss the inspiration for his Eric
Vale series and Just a Dog, how the stories and
characters developed, the real-life experiences
behind some of the storylines and how he works
with the illustrator to create the books.

Samantha Turnbull is the
author of the five-book series
The Anti-Princess Club. She is also
a multimedia journalist for the ABC,
a blogger and slam poet.
Sam doesn’t like reading or writing about damsels
in distress. Her motto, like that of the characters
in her books, is: We don’t need rescuing!
Samantha will speak to students about her
creative writing process, where story inspiration
comes from, the journey from idea to published
book, what makes a good character, why
stereotypes are bad and why she’s “anti-princess”.
Her presentation involves multimedia,
games and loads of audience interaction.
An accomplished slam poet, Samantha’s
workshops look at how to write and
perform slam poetry for the stage.

Authors, Illustrators and Performers

Libby Hathorn is an award-winning
author and poet of more than 50
books for children, teens and adults.
Translated into several languages and
adapted for stage and screen, her work has
won honour in Australia, the United States,
Great Britain and Holland.
Libby’s recent picture books include A Baby
for Loving and Outside (2015 CBCA Notable
Picture Book). Both books are published by Little
Hare. Libby’s latest novel is Eventual Poppy Day
(HarperCollins, 2015).
Libby is a keen educator and devoted
ambassador for poetry anywhere and everywhere.
You are invited to join us for the launch of
Libby’s latest book, A Soldier, a Dog and a
Boy published by Hachette, on Friday 1 April
4.30pm – 6pm at Newcastle Region Library,
Laman Street.

Serena Geddes worked for Walt
Disney Animation in Sydney
before becoming an illustrator
for novels that include the hugely
popular Lulu Bell series.
Her animations include the sequels to The Lion
King, Peter Pan (Return To Never Land) and
The Jungle Book.
Serena will share with students from Year 3 to
Year 6 how she creates her characters and the
process of illustration. This is a fun, interactive talk
with live illustration. Year 5 and 6 students will be
enthralled by her work with Disney. She’ll discuss
the process and production stages of The Lion
King II: Simba’s Pride with original artwork and
scenes from the movies.
You can catch Serena on Saturday 2 April at the
Lulu Bell’s World of Amazing Animals marquee.

Authors, Illustrators and Performers

Stig Wemyss is Australia’s most
loved narrator of audio books
for children and young adults.

Renee Price began writing in 2010
after eight years as an early childhood
and primary school teacher.

He trained as an actor in Perth and New York and
has appeared on stage and television.

In 2012, she became editorial coordinator
for Newcastle’s Child magazine, where her
work included writing book reviews. In 2014,
Renee released her first picture book, Digby’s
Moon Mission, through her brand, Create It Kids.

The voice of more than 150 audio books,
including all those by Andy Griffiths, Stig
presents a hilarious show that includes interactive
games, stories, comedy and dynamic reading
from Andy Griffiths books. Stig’s appearance
is proudly sponsored by Bolinda Audio.

We are delighted to have Renee present a
theatrical adaptation of Digby’s Moon Mission,
the story of a curious boy and his quest to fix the
dark. The presentation features storytelling, song
and some puppetry, too!
You can also catch Renee on the stage at the
Newcastle Writers Festival Family Fun Day on
Saturday 2 April.

Authors, Illustrators and Performers

Judith Rossell has been an
illustrator and writer of children’s
books for more than 12 years.
Judith started off writing and illustrating puzzle
and maze books. She has illustrated non-fiction
books by Jackie French, the Skoz the Dog series
by Andrew Daddo and over 60 picture books.
Her latest novel, Withering-by-Sea, has received
critical acclaim, winning the 2015 Indie Award for
Children & YA, the 2015 Australian Book Industry
Award for Older Children, an Honour Book in the
2015 CBCA Awards and was shortlisted for the
2014 Aurealis Awards. Judith’s books have been
published in the UK and the US and have been
translated into more than 10 languages. She lives
in Melbourne with a cat the size of a walrus.
Judith will talk about her novel Withering-by-Sea,
and help students to develop a scary Victorian
villain to use in their own stories.

Lynn Jenkins (author) and
Kirrili Lonergan (illustrator) are
the team behind the picture
book Lessons of a Lac.
Lynn is a clinical psychologist and also the author
of parenting books Best Start and School Start.
Lynn is passionate about early intervention.
Kirrili is a former paediatric nurse, whose
illustrations display a profound understanding
of the needs of children.
Lynn and Kirrili present a fun and interactive
session that uses Lessons of a Lac as a tool
to increase children’s understanding and
management of anxiety. The session will involve
drawing, fun activities, some relaxation exercises
and a puppet show.
Look out for them at the Family Fun Day on
Saturday 2 April.

Authors, Illustrators and Performers

Paul Russell is an experienced
primary teacher and author
of fantasy novels Journey to
EOS and The Isle of Antu.

Leila Rudge was born in England
and moved to Australia after
completing an Illustration Degree
at Bath Spa University.

Passionate about teaching children, Paul’s unique
writing plan and engagement with text will inspire
and hook even the most reluctant future novelist.

In 2012, her book No Bears (written by Meg
McKinlay) was short-listed for the CBCA Picture
Book of the Year award in both the Picture Book
and Early Childhood categories.

Paul’s workshops will encourage students to
engage their senses to inspire creativity with
writing. Using ideas influenced by touch, smell,
sight and sound, students will create unique and
compelling starters for their own text.

Ted, her first picture book as both author
and illustrator, was a CBCA Notable Book.
Leila is joining us this year to talk about the
illustration process.
You can also meet Leila at the Family Fun Day
on Saturday 2 April, when she will read from
her new book Gary and join other illustrators
on stage for the Battle of the Pen!

Authors, Illustrators and Performers

Katrina McKelvey is a children’s
author, mother of two and former
primary school teacher.
Katrina’s first book, Dandelions, illustrated by
Kirrili Lonergan, was released in 2015. She is
the president of the CBCA (NSW) Newcastle
Sub-branch and facilitates the children’s writing
group of the Hunter Writers Centre. She is also
a committee member of the Newcastle Writers
Festival, assisting with the children’s program.
Katrina will share with students the journey
of making a picture book – how it is written,
illustrated and then turned into a real book.
Katrina will also be at the Newcastle Writers
Festival Family Fun Day on Saturday 2 April,
when she will be on stage reading from her
story and signing books.

Deborah Kelly is a children’s author
and poet based in Lake Macquarie.
Her recent children’s books include The Bouncing
Ball, Jam for Nana, Dinosaur Disco, Sam’s Great
Invention, Don’t Sweat It and Ruby Wishfingers:
Skydancer’s Escape.
Deborah’s haiku poetry has been published in
magazines, anthologies and interactive maps
and she has recently released Haiku Journey, a
personal collection.
Deborah presents a fun-filled, hands-on haiku
poetry writing workshop where children will learn
techniques for writing haiku poetry and create
their own haiku poems. A Japanese morning/
afternoon tea will be provided.
Deborah will launch Ruby Wishfingers:
Skydancer’s Escape on Saturday 2 April at the
Newcastle Writers Festival Family Fun Day.
Bookings are essential via Eventbrite.

Authors, Illustrators and Performers

Oliver
lovesAleeta
to make Cliff
people
laugh,
SuziePhommavanh
Galwey and
are
the
whether it’s on the page writing humour for kids
founders
of
Unload
Creative
Writing.
or on stage as a stand-up comedian.

They are passionate about nurturing
He also shares his passion for writing with the
and
inspiring children’s natural
kids he teaches at a primary school in Western
creativity
love Oliver
of storytelling.
Sydney.
As aand
comedian,
has appeared on

stage, and on national TV and radio. He has also
Their
approach
to nurtureGrowing
ideas and
appeared
in theisanthology,
Upencourage
Asian in
invention,
experimentation
and risk fan
taking. Fun is
Australia. He’s
a die-hard Nintendo
an essential ingredient for creative writing.
Suzie, a corporate communicator by trade, and
Luke Wade (aka Lu Quade), a local artist, author
and educator, will facilitate the workshops. The
first workshop, the Character Imaginarium,
will encourage students to conjure their own
creatures. The second workshop, the Setting
Imaginarium, will have students building their own
pocket-sized places … or even a whole world.

Tony Flowers is an international
award-winning illustrator of
more than 25 books.
In between drawing stomping dinosaurs and
flatulent ninjas, Tony is working towards his PhD
in Visual Communication. His ninja drawings are
loved in Japan for their detail and humour. Tony
has also recently illustrated Saurus Street, a
popular adventure series about a neighbourhood
that attracts unusual, dinosaur-shaped visitors.
Tony will share with students how he develops
humorous illustrations to complement text. His
presentations incorporate story reading and an
illustration demonstration. Students will be invited
to suggest storylines from which he will visually
create stories and characters.
Tony’s illustration workshops will offer tips and
tricks for drawing memorable characters.

Authors, Illustrators and Performers

Gwynneth Jones has always loved
drawing. Her favourite activity
is drawing with children and
encouraging potential creators.
Gwynneth recently illustrated her first book,
Don’t Think About Purple Elephants, and
is now working on more picture books.
Look out for Gwynneth at the Newcastle
Writers Festival Family Fun Day on Saturday
2 April, when she will be taking part in the
battle of the illustrators, demonstrating
her skills as a roving illustrator and talking
about purple elephants with Susan Whelan.

Susan Whelan is a children’s
author and freelance writer based
in Lake Macquarie. The author
of Don’t Think About Purple
Elephants is the managing editor
of popular children’s literature
website Kids’ Book Review.
Susan has a passion for writing stories that start
conversations. She has a particular interest in
diversity in children’s literature and stories that
focus on creativity and STEM (science, technology,
engineering, mathematics) themes.
You can meet Susan at the Saturday Family
Fun Day, reading about purple elephants with
illustrator Gwynneth Jones.

Authors, Illustrators and Performers

Liz Anelli began her
children’s book career in
1986 with the Scrapyard
Monster (MacDonalds).
Since then she has illustrated
15 books and numerous articles
for newspapers, websites and
magazines.
She moved with husband Mario to
Australia in 2012 and quickly fell
in love with the colourful city of
Newcastle. Her first major project
was a huge illustrated map for The
Maritime Centre telling the story
of The Port in pictures.
An ASA Children’s Picture Book
Award allowed her to research
Desert Lake (Walker Books) and
she spent her May Gibbs Trust
Fellowship 2015 in Adelaide
developing new manuscripts.

Fern Martins has an
artistic career spanning
40 years. She recently
exhibited at the international Bologna Children’s
Book Fair in Italy.
Fern is well known for her
exquisite detailed drawings and
spectacular watercolours. She has
illustrated a number of Indigenous
children’s books including
Bubbay: A Christmas Adventure
and The Spotty Dotty
Lady, by Josie Wowolla
Boyle (Magabala Books).
Fern will share stories and
artworks at the Family Fun Day.

Lisa Shanahan is an
award-winning writer of
picture books and fiction
for young people.
Some of her well-loved picture
books include Big Pet Day,
illustrated by Gus Gordon, and
Bear & Chook by the Sea,
illustrated by Emma Quay.
Her most recent book, The
Whole Caboodle, illustrated
by Leila Rudge, is a funny,
tender tale about one
exuberant and scruffy mutt.
Lisa will present a lively,
interactive storytelling session,
exploring the secrets and the
magic of picture books.

Authors, Illustrators and Performers

Ant Wood lives in Lake
Macquarie with his wife
and four kids. Guided
by his children, Ant
has spent many hours
immersed in a range of
books for junior readers.
In addition to writing for children,
he writes short stories and works
of extended prose. Flaming Charli
is his first children’s picture book.
Ant will take part in the
Newcastle Writers Festival
Family Fun Day on Saturday 2
April. You’ll be squawking like
a cockatoo as he reads from
Flaming Charli.

Jess Black has written
more than 25 junior
fiction books.
She is the co-author of the
highly successful cricket series
The Kaboom Kid with David
Warner, the Bindi Wildlife
Adventures, the RSPCA Animal
Tales series and the Keeper
of the Crystals series.
Jess has worked as a writer,
director and editor in children’s
theatre and television.
Jess’s first picture book,
Moon Dance, will be launched at
the Family Fun Day on Saturday
2 April. Bookings are essential
via Eventbrite.

Katrien Pickles is an
author, researcher and
advocate for a life filled
with play. Georgina
and Dad the Dragon
is her first book.
Born in the Netherlands, Katrien
grew up in Hawaii before moving
to the mid north coast of NSW.
She hopes that Georgina and
Dad the Dragon will be a book
that children and adults can get
transported into.
Meet Katrien at the Family
Fun Day on Saturday 2 April,
when she will share the story
of Georgina, the greatest
knight in the land, on a mission
to stop Dad the Dragon from
gobbling up chickens and
burping fireballs on her village.

Illustration – Liz Anelli

Exhibition

The exhibition explores the
unique Australian environment
of Kati Thanda-Lake Eyre. The
intense detail of the desert floor
is contrasted with the vast vistas
of flat land – the fronds of plant
life, collections of seeds caught
between dune ripples and
animal prints and droppings
left in the sand.
In addition to framed paintings,
prints and working drawings,
the exhibition includes a
wall-mounted diorama of a
magnified section of dried
lake floor.

Desert Lake: The story of
Kati Thanda-Lake Eyre
An exhibition of original artworks from the
picture book Desert Lake: The story of Kati
Thanda-Lake Eyre, written by Pamela Freeman
and illustrated by Liz Anelli, will be launched
as part of Newcastle Writers Festival 2016.
The book is part of the award-winning Nature
Storybook series published by Walker Books.

In the workshops students will
explore a range of mark-making
techniques, using layers of
paint and paper scraps to
generate interesting textures
and patterns to create a
desert creature to add to the
exhibition mural.
Liz received an Australian
Society of Authors Picture
Book Illustrator’s Initiative
Award to travel to the Outback.
Her research provided a vital
reference for the design, colour
palette and creation of the
picture book.

“My intention is that this
exhibition and book will
encourage and inspire families
to look with greater focus and
interest in the details, patterns
and changes in even tiny
sections of their own backyards,
in rock pools, in man-made and
natural surfaces,” Liz says.

School group workshops will
be available in
APRIL AND MAY

For information email
cedmonds@ncc.nsw.gov.au.

ON DISPLAY

29 March
UNTIL 14 MAY 2016
Newcastle Region Library
Lovett Gallery
Laman street
Newcastle
Illustrations © 2016 Liz Anelli.
Reproduced by permission of
Walker Books Australia.

KIDS PROGRAM 2016
School Festival Program
TUESDAY

29 March

YEAR

EVENT

PRESENTER

LOCATION

COST

10am – 11.30am

Year 3-6

WORKSHOP:
Create the Desert

Liz
Anelli

Lovett Gallery
Newcastle Library

$15

12.30pm – 2pm

Year 3-6

WORKSHOP:
Create the Desert

Liz
Anelli

Lovett Gallery
Newcastle Library

$15

EVENT

PRESENTER

LOCATION

WEDNESDAY
At the Create the Desert
workshop students will explore a
range of techniques to create a
textured desert creature to add
to the exhibition mural.

30 March

YEAR

9.30am – 10.30am

Year 3-6

Stig LIVE

Stig Wemyss

The Playhouse
Civic Theatre

$8

9.30am – 10.15am

Year 2-6

From Text to Pen

Tony
Flowers

Art Gallery

$6

9.30am – 10.15am

Year 4-6

Dog Tales and
Epic Fails

Michael
Gerard Bauer

Hunter Room
City Hall

$6

9.30am – 10.15am

Year 2-5

The Anti-Princess
Club

Samantha
Turnbull

Lovett Gallery
Newcastle Library

$6

9.30am – 10.15am

K-4

Illustrating and
Learning to Draw

Leila
Rudge

Mulubinba Room
City Hall

$6

COST

School Festival Program
10am – 11.30am

Year 3-4

WORKSHOP:
Sense-ational
Writing

Paul
Russell

The Waratah Room
City Hall

$15

10am – 11.30am

Year 4-6

WORKSHOP:
Haiku Poetry

Deborah
Kelly

The Theatrette
Newcastle Library

$15

11am – 12pm

Year 3-6

Stig LIVE

Stig
Wemyss

The Playhouse
Civic Theatre

$8

11am – 11.45am

Year 2-6

From Text to Pen

Tony
Flowers

Art Gallery

$6

11am – 11.45am

Year 4-6

Dog tales and
epic fails

Michael
Gerard
Bauer

Hunter Room
City Hall

$6

11am – 11.45am

Year 2-5

The Anti-Princess
Club

Samantha
Turnbull

Lovett Gallery
Newcastle Library

$6

11am – 11.45am

K-4

How are Picture
Books Made?

Katrina
McKelvey

Mulubinba Room
City Hall

$6

12.30pm – 2pm

Year 5-6

WORKSHOP:
Sense-ational
Writing

Paul
Russell

The Waratah Room
City Hall

$15

12.30pm – 2pm

Year 4-6

WORKSHOP:
Haiku Poetry

Deborah
Kelly

The Theatrette
Newcastle Library

$15

1pm – 2pm

Year 3-6

Stig LIVE

Stig
Wemyss

The Playhouse
Civic Theatre

$8

1pm – 1.45pm

Year 2-6

From Text to Pen

Tony
Flowers

Art Gallery

$6

1pm – 1.45pm

Year 4-6

Dog Tales and
Epic Fails

Michael
Gerard
Bauer

Hunter Room
City Hall

$6

1pm – 1.45pm

Year 2-5

The Anti-Princess
Club

Samantha
Turnbull

Lovett Gallery
Newcastle Library

$6

Hear author of The Anti-Princess
Club series Samantha Turnbull
talk about why she likes strong
female characters.

Award-winning author Michael
Gerard Bauer will talk about his
books for younger readers.

School Festival Program
THURSDAY

Author and teacher Paul Russell
will encourage students to use
all their senses when writing.

Hear local author Katrina
McKelvey on Wednesday and at
the Family Fun Day on Saturday.

31 March

YEAR

9.30am – 10.15am

EVENT

PRESENTER

LOCATION

COST

K-2

Digby Fixit Live!

Renee
Price

Link Gallery
Newcastle Museum

$6

9.30am – 10.15am

Year K-4

Pirates, Dragons,
Bears and
Chooks: The
Magic of Picture
Books

Lisa
Shanahan

Lovett Gallery
Newcastle Library

$6

9.30am – 10.15am

Year 5-6

Before the Screen
– Disney Days

Serena
Geddes

Art Gallery

$6

9.30am – 10.15am

Year 4-6

Victorian Villains

Judith
Rossell

Hunter Room
City Hall

$6

10am – 11.30am

Year 3-4

WORKSHOP:
Slam with Sam

Samantha
Turnbull

The Mulubinba Room
City Hall

$15

10am – 11.30am

Year 3-4

WORKSHOP:
Drawing
Characters

Tony
Flowers

The Theatrette
Newcastle Library

$15

10am – 11.30am

Year 5-6

WORKSHOP:
Setting
Imaginarium

Unload

The Waratah Room
City Hall

$15

11am – 11.45am

K-2

Digby Fixit Live!

Renee
Price

Link Gallery
Newcastle Museum

$6

11am – 11.45am

Year K-4

Pirates, Dragons,
Bears and
Chooks: The
Magic of Picture
Books

Lisa
Shanahan

Lovett Gallery
Newcastle Library

$6

11am – 11.45am

Year 5-6

Before the Screen
– Disney Days

Serena
Geddes

Art Gallery

$6

School Festival Program
11am – 11.45am

K-1

Lessons of a Lac

Lynn Jenkins
and Kirrili
Lonergan

McIntyre Theatrette
Newcastle Museum

$6

11am – 11.45am

Year 4-6

Victorian Villains

Judith
Rossell

Hunter Room
City Hall

$6

12.30pm – 2pm

Year 5-6

WORKSHOP:
Slam with Sam

Samantha
Turnbull

The Mulubinba Room
City Hall

$15

12.30pm – 2pm

Year 5-6

WORKSHOP:
Drawing
Characters –
Body Language
and Gestures

Tony
Flowers

The Theatrette
Newcastle Library

$15

12.30pm – 2pm

Year 3-4

WORKSHOP:
The Character
Imaginarium

Unload

The Waratah Room
City Hall

$15

1pm – 1.45pm

K-2

Digby Fixit Live!

Renee
Price

Link Gallery
Newcastle Museum

$6

Year 3-6

From Seed to
Story – Learn
about the
importance of
memories, funny
moments and
seeing the world
new

Lisa
Shanahan

Lovett Gallery
Newcastle Library

$6

1pm – 1.45pm

Year 3-6

Illustrating Books

Serena
Geddes

Art Gallery

$6

1pm – 1.45pm

Year 2-3

Lessons of a Lac

Lynn Jenkins
and Kirrili
Lonergan

McIntyre Theatrette
Newcastle Museum

$6

Judith
Rossell

Hunter Room
City Hall

$6

11am – 11.45am

1pm – 1.45pm

1pm – 1.45pm

Year 4-6

Victorian Villains

Lisa Shanahan, author of the
award-winning picture book
Bear and Chook by the Sea, will
share the secrets behind writing
a well-loved picture book.

Illustrator Serena Geddes will
demonstrate the illustration
process with students.

School Festival Program
Friday

1 April

Author and illustrator Judith
Rossell will talk about her latest
multi award-winning novel.

Illustrator Tony Flowers presents
hands-on drawing workshops
that will leave students with a
host of zany characters.

YEAR

EVENT

PRESENTER

LOCATION

COST

9.30am – 10.15am

Year 3-6

Poetry, to the
Rescue

Steven
Herrick

The Playhouse
Civic Theatre

$6

9.30am – 10.15am

Year 2-4

Friends, Family
and Animal
Adventures

Belinda
Murrell

Lovett Gallery
Newcastle Library

$6

10am – 11.30am

Year 5-6

WORKSHOP:
Creating
Monsters,
Painting Cells

Serena
Geddes

The Theatrette
Newcastle Library

$15

11am – 11.45am

Year 3-6

Poetry, to the
Rescue

Steven
Herrick

The Playhouse
Civic Theatre

$6

11am – 11.45am

Year 2-4

Friends, Family
and Animal
Adventures

Belinda
Murrell

Lovett Gallery
Newcastle Library

$6

12.30pm – 2pm

Year 5-6

WORKSHOP:
Creating
Monsters,
Painting Cells

Serena
Geddes

The Theatrette
Newcastle Library

$15

1pm – 1.45pm

Year 3-6

Poetry, to the
Rescue

Steven
Herrick

The Playhouse
Civic Theatre

$6

1pm – 1.45pm

Year 2-4

Friends, Family
and Animal
Adventures

Belinda
Murrell

Lovett Gallery
Newcastle Library

$6

FREE ART MAKING
ACTIVITY FOR
FAMILIES

Pop up Art Cart
SATURDAY

Author Belinda Murrell will talk
about how an author takes
inspiration from real life.

2 April
Author Renee Price will present
a theatrical performance of
her picture book Digby Fixit
Live! See her on Thursday and
Saturday.

10.30am – 12.30pm
Newcastle Art Gallery
(front lawn entrance)
Join us on the front lawn
of the gallery under the
marquee for art and craft
activities. We will take our
inspiration from A Solider,
a Dog and a Boy.
Children and their parents
or carers are welcome to
join us any time between
10.30am and 12.30pm.

Students have a wonderful
opportunity to hear one of
Australia’s most popular poets,
Steven Herrick, perform his
poetry live at the Playhouse.

All materials and instructions
are provided.
Hear how illustrator Serena
Geddes creates her characters.

FRIDAY

Book Launch
and Dog Parade

You and your beloved canine friend are invited to join
us for the launch of A Soldier, a Dog and a Boy by
award-winning Australian author Libby Hathorn and
acclaimed illustrator Phil Lesnie.

Illustration – Phil Lesnie

1 April

BOOK LAUNCH

Book Launch and Dog Parade

FRIDAY

Meet Libby Hathorn & Phil Leslie.
Introduce your dog to author & illustrator.
Tails will wag and hearts will
be moved at our fabulous
doggy day out with a literary
twist featuring special
guests Libby Hathorn and
illustrator Phil Lesnie.
The family fun-filled event in
Laman Street has something
for everyone - including your
dog! Highlights include a dog
parade with prize, art activities
hosted by Newcastle Art
Gallery plus an author reading
of the powerful children’s book
A Soldier, Dog and Boy.
Launched to coincide with
the 2016 centenary of the
Battle of Somme, A Soldier,
a Dog and a Boy is a deeply
moving celebration of
friendship and the strength
of human spirit in wartime.

The book was inspired by
months of research on one
of the author’s uncles who
fought at the Somme and
an intriguing photograph at
the NSW State Library of a
returned Australian soldier
holding open a big sack, out
of which steps a little French
boy onto Australian soil.

1 April
Author Libby Hathorn will
be joined by Sydney-based
illustrator Phil Lesnie whose
first book Once A Shepherd
was a CBCA Book of the Year
“Notables” book in 2015.
Practice fetch and roll over
with your favourite pooch and
get ready to win great prizes in
the obedience competitions.
Dress your dog in red as a
reminder of the poppies in
the fields in faraway Somme.
Its parade time!

Spec
Evenial
t

4.30PM – 6PM
Newcastle Region
Library
Outdoor event
Laman Street,
Newcastle
No need to book, just drop by!

FREE ART MAKING
ACTIVITIES FOR
FAMILIES
Presented by
Newcastle Art Gallery

Coffee cart, food stalls

Festival Family Hub

Lulu Bell's World of Amazing Animals

Laman Street

Lulu Bell story and craft centre with
author Belinda Murrell and illustrator
Serena Geddes.

10.30am –
1.30pm

Enjoy our farm animal petting zoo.        

10am – 1.30pm

Meet the authors

City Library

Relax in the library to hear some of your
favourite authors read from their books.
Enjoy a different author each half hour.
Authors and illustrators will also be available
for book signing.

10am – 1.30pm

Book launches in the Lovett

Lovett Gallery

Moon Dance by Jess Black.

10am

Ruby Wishfingers: Skydancer’s Escape by
Deborah Kelly.

11.30am

Festival Family Hub

Illustrations galore

Laman Street

Read, listen, dance and make things –
the Festival Family Hub is an active day
of fun for the whole family.

Check out our roving illustrators as they
sketch all the fun of the festival.

10am – 1.30pm

Meet your favourite authors and illustrators,
enjoy craft activities, listen to stories, relax
with a coffee.

Battle of the Pen. Enjoy children’s illustrators
racing each other and the ticking clock in a
live draw-off.

10.30am

Family Fun Day – Saturday
LOCATION

SATURDAY

2 April

Laman Street and
throughout the library

SUITABLE FOR
AGES 3 – 11

Book Launch

Live performances

Laman Street

Gather around the Laman Street stage for
non-stop entertainment including Digby
Fixit Live!, song and dance and featured
authors.

From 10am

Craftamania

Laman Street

Book-related craft, family colouring stations,
The Art Gallery’s Art Cart.

From 10am

On the lawn

Civic Park

Join us in Civic Park for stories
under the trees or relax and soak
up the festival atmosphere with a
book from our pop-up library.

From 10am

Food for thought

Laman Street

Food, coffee and ice-cream –
we have it covered!

From 10am

Festival Booksellers

City Library

Books will be available for purchase and signing from MacLean’s
Booksellers during the festival.

You are invited to join
us for the launch of
Ruby Wishfingers:
Skydancer’s Escape by
Deborah Kelly.
Ruby Wishfingers is an ordinary
girl with an extraordinary name.
Only nobody else seems to
think so.
That is until Ruby Wishfingers
wakes up with a strange feeling
in the tips of her fingers. She
soon finds out that there is far
more to being a Wishfingers
than having a funny name.
Ruby can wish for whatever
she wants with her wish
fingers. However, she soon
realises that they create
more trouble than good.
Ruby Wishfingers will
take you on a magical
adventure featuring talking
cats, pocket-sized unicorns
and jellybean rain!

BOOK LAUNCH
SATURDAY

2 April
11.30AM

Newcastle Region
Library
Lovett Gallery
Book suitable for ages 6-10 yrs
Bookings essential via
Eventbrite

Book Launch
Join us for the launch of Moon Dance, written
by local author Jess Black and illustrated by
Renee Treml.
There will be music, Aussie animals and lots of dancing!

BOOK LAUNCH

Newcastle Region Library

SATURDAY

Lovett Gallery, Laman Street
Newcastle

2 April
10AM

Book suitable for
ages 3-7 years.

Bookings essential via Eventbrite

Event Booking Form
This program is made possible
with the support of our sponsors:

EVENT TITLE:
EVENT DATE:		

TIME:

NUMBER OF STUDENTS:
SCHOOL YEAR:
CONTACT PERSON:
SCHOOL:

Telephone enquiries:
Newcastle Region
Library 4974 5333
Monday to Friday

EMAIL: 					Tel.

How to book...
Bookings open Friday 12 February 2016.
No bookings will be processed before this date. All bookings
will be processed on a first-in basis.
Enquiries can be made via library@ncc.nsw.gov.au or by
phoning 4974 5333.
Please complete a separate booking form for each session.
Email bookings to library@ncc.nsw.gov.au using this form or go
to www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/library.
All bookings will receive confirmation and pre-payment
advice by email. Payment for group bookings is
due 14 March 2016 and is non refundable.

Signature:
Please return signed forms to your library@ncc.nsw.gov.au.

Connect with the Newcastle
Writers Festival on Facebook
Like the Festival’s Facebook page to receive updates about
guest authors and program details.
facebook.com/newcastlewritersfestival
Subscribe to the Festival’s monthly newsletter via the website.
newcastlewritersfestival.org.au
Follow the Festival on Twitter.
@newwritersfest

JUST ANNOUNCED
Tim Flannery // Charlotte Wood // Richard Glover

Full program released 19 February 2016
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newcastlewritersfestival.org.au

